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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 • Claims 2 and 3 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

Katayose et al. clearly teaches the construction of an engine control apparatus 
comprising: 

a brake booster; 

pressure detectors; 

a throttle-opening-state detector; and 

an engine-operation enable/disable determining device. 
Bader teach the use of a means for obtaining the amount of battery charge for the purpose 
of providing a method for automatically controlling a parallel hybrid drive, in which the power 
of an internal combustion engine is supplied in three different ways as a function of current 
driving parameters; in particular the power requirement, the vehicle speed and the battery 
charge state. 

Harada teach the use of coolant and intake air temperature detectors on an apparatus for 
the purpose of controlling negative pressure for a brake booster in a diesel engine. 

The prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to teach the construction of an 
engine control system for a hybrid vehicle having an internal combustion engine and an electric 
motor as driving force sources, for permitting stopping and starting of said engine in accordance 
with predetermined drive conditions, comprising: 
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a brake booster for receiving negative pressure supplied by an operation of said 

engine; 

a pressure detector for detecting a pressure supplied to said brake booster; 
throttle-opening-state detector for detecting a throttle opening state; and 
engine-operation enable/disable determining device for determining whether or 
not to operate said engine when said engine is stopped, based on said throttle opening 
state detected by said throttle-opening-state detector and said pressure detected by said 
pressure detector, 

wherein said engine-operation enable/disable determining device that: 

permits said engine to operate when said thrntH. o r3ening Rtatp ig nfh „ 
than comp letely r.lr» B pH ; 

g^essaid_engine to stop when smd throttle owning state i, 
^^^^^ detector is e T „1 t„ „ w- r 

fl^ia^redeLermined negative pressure which i, ^,,,1 or lower thtm an 
atmosph eric pressure; anH 

permits said engine t o operate when said thr ottle onening *t„t* i, 

to or lower than the armng pheric p ressure 
Dependent claim 3 is considered allowable by it's dependence on allowed independent 



3. 

claim 2 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pedro J. Cuevas whose telephone number is (703) 308-4904. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor R. Ramirez can be reached on (703) 308-1371. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-1341 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3432 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



Pedro J. Cuevas 
April 11, 2003 




